The Survey Text Method
General Description: Students “survey the text” reading only the title, subheadings, captions, etc., to make predictions before they actually read the text in its entirety. 
Purpose: To enhance students’ reading comprehension by: (a) building up their background knowledge before they read the text, and (b) engaging them in making predictions about texts, a strategy that good readers use.
Preparation: No specific preparation needed.
Steps:

1. Direct students to scan the title, subheadings, captions, and graphics.  Ask them also to read the introductory and concluding paragraphs.
2. From their scanning, ask students to make predictions about the text. You can ask them to either:

a. List the main/important ideas that they think will be covered in the text.

b. List the questions that they think may be answered in the text. (Optional: You can assign each group one of the following question-starters: who, what, where, when, why and how.)

(Students can do these activities individually, in pairs, or small groups.)
3. Students read text.
4. After reading, ask students to go back and confirm or modify their predictions, or answer their questions.

Connection to EL Students: This instructional strategy enables EL students to build up background knowledge about a topic before they read about it.  Increased background knowledge not only enhances reading comprehension, but can help EL students perform as well as students with more advanced English proficiency. 
