PAGE  
2

Ed. 388








April 17, 2001

Consider the two International High School (IHS) videos as well as your own classroom observations and teaching experiences to discuss the following questions:

1.  IHS uses a philosophy that classroom instruction is never solely in English because everyone – the students and teachers – plays a role in teaching and learning.  What do you think about the roles of the various languages used in the IHS classroom for group work (e.g., in their assignment related to the Langston Hughes poem)?  Does the teacher have the expertise she needs to teach them this way, without knowing all of the languages used in the classroom?

2.  The IHS philosophy also relies on resources beyond the normal confines of the school, such as friends and family members who share the same languages as the IHS students and who can help them with their homework.  What do you think of this?  Do all students have easy access to such resources?  If not, what might be some solutions?

3.  What did you see in these two films that you could do in your classroom?  What couldn’t you do?  Why/why not?

4.  How does learning about each other’s languages help students’ English development?  Or does it?

5.  It appears that these students are already very fluent in English.  How well do you think the IHS model would apply to lower level English learners?

6.  What do you think of the IHS students’ American dreams?  Do they resemble the dreams of students who were born in the U.S.?  Do they resemble the dreams of your students?

7. What do you think of the use of music as a uniting factor in history classes, etc?

8.  The IHS group discussions about cultural differences and being an American are presented as debates in which the students offer their opinions and get rather argumentative.  Do all students participate in this type of discussion?  Do you think all of your students would feel comfortable engaging in these discussions?  If not, is that a problem, or is that okay?  What might you do differently?

