January 13 Class Outline:

The Three Dissonances

Dissonance #1:

We value immigrants but are very nervous about the inevitable cultural and linguistic 

differences they bring.  Our behavior is to try to turn them into milk-toast Americans 

ASAP.

A.
Class Question #1:

Do we in fact value immigrants for more than cheap labor?

1. Recognizing individual differences in attitudes, has all of the more positive "open-arms" sentimentality (e.g., Statue of Liberty) disappeared? 

B.
Class Question #2:

Is it realistic or even desirable to believe that you can have a policy that encourages labor of immigrants but expects them to leave families at home?  (e.g., a bracero-type program)

C.
Class Question #3:

Is it realistic or desirable to try to use the schools to cleanse immigrants of their language and culture and to turn them into little undifferentiated "Americans"?

1.
What about use of their language to reach parents?  Parents as partners in 
education?

2. Do you want to turn parents off?  Research (Rumbaut) suggests immigrant parents, by virtue of their positive energy and expectations, are essential to school success.  Can you maintain this if you quash language?

3. If language is a key ingredient of culture, might you not strip a child of all foundation by not respecting his language in school?  Might there be serious confusion in a child who may not be expected to be part of mainstream culture as part of first generation in U.S.?

D.
Class Question #4:

To what extent is backlash a product of fear of numbers?  (i.e., our "culture" as we know it is threatened by mass immigration)

Dissonance #2:

We profess a cultural and economic value in knowing a language other than English but are hell-bent on stripping immigrants of the language they bring from home.

A.
Class Question #1:

Is it necessary to shed one's own language in order to effectively learn English?  Indeed, might not the opposite be true?

B.
Class Question #2:

Is it as efficient to strip someone of his/her home language while a child, teach him English, and then try to rebuild literacy skills thereafter?

C.
Class Question #3:

Might stripping people of their language at an early age be an effort to effectively remove a source of strength, to deny these children an ultimate advantage they might enjoy?

1.
Analogy:  For many years Spanish speakers were denied the right to take 
Spanish as a second language on the grounds that it was unfair to other 
children.

Dissonance #3:
All, including the anti-bilingual forces, profess a desire to have immigrants learn competitive English; often we do things that are contrary to this goal.

A.
Class Question #1:

Reference back to Dissonance #2, Question 1.

B.
Class Question #2:

Do we really believe this?  Often we use untrained aides, untrained teachers, etc., to achieve this goal.

C.
Class Question #3:

Why do we have such distaste for mainstream English in Black communities?  What conditions have led to this, and are they likely to be replicated in immigrant communities?  What might be done to avoid this behavior, or do we in fact want to avoid it?
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