=r
;ﬂf
&7
=4
57

ofa large number of attomeys who feel
comfortable in shifting back and forth
between different roles, depending on the
circumstances of the case and the behav-
ior of the opposing lawyer a factor Kressel
cites repeatedly as important due to the
inherently adversarial nature of the legal
process in divorce. :

The author also provides an informa-
tive discussion of the many role conflicts
and stresses faced by family law profes-
sionals.. He concludes .that better out-
comes (i.e., living up to the terms of the

settlement) are produced by facilitating

the couple to do most of the negotiating
themselves.

Mediators. The final major section of
the book deals with the increasingly pop-
ular form of intervention known as di-
vorce mediation, in which a professionally
trained individual attempts in a struc-

" tured treatment format to help the di-
vorcing parties negotiate through com-
promise a settlement of the major issues.
Kressel's review of the literature and
knowledge about the use of mediation in
resolving other forms of conflict leads him

to conclude that ‘“‘mediation is a vehicle

of social influence which is not inherently
superior to any other method of conflict
resolution”” (p. 178). He provides a useful
critique of the existent research on di-
vorce mediation and concludes that 40%
to 60% of the couples studied who used
this method did not achieve a mediated
agreement. Unfortunately, and this is true
at times throughout the book, data are
presented as conclusive without adequate
statistical testing and documentation.

Kressel also talks about the role
stresses for the mediator, for example,
being caught between two disputants in
difficult circumstances. He makes com-
parisons gleaned from his knowledge of
other forms of mediation. However, pro-
viding an extended case study of the au-
thor’s style and tactics as a mediator and
how he deals with such stresses would
have been helpful to the reader.

Role and critique of divorce mediation
In the most clinically oriented part of the

book, Kressel presents the results of his

study of 14 couples, 9 of whom had me-
- - diation and a control group of 5 who had

‘gone through the W$ual legal/adversarial
. . (nonmediated) divorce. The mediated
" couples” had been ‘treated using the
method of Structured Divorce Mediation
developed by Coogler (1978). Kressel
draws conclusions about the differences

"+ between the two groups while acknowl-

edging the restrictions of small sample

size. Also, he does not report testing for’
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the significance of the reported demo-
graphic dxﬁ'erences between the two
groups.

The author postulates four patterns of
negotiation decision making, which he
conceptualizes as representing a divorce
“typology.” He concludes that mediation
works better with couples whose nego-
tiating styles he labels as “direct conflict™

r “disengaged.” For the other two
groups (“enmeshed’ and “‘autistic”), a

thorough diagnostic assessment seems

likely to indicate that psychotherapy is
needed to work through resistances be-
fore settlement via mediation is at-
tempted.

Kressel goes on to comment and cri-
tique a case of Coogler’s (reviewed
through tape recordings) with a couple
who illustrate the autistic style, charac-
terized by strong ambivalence expressed
in a pattern of conflict avoidance. He
points out how psychotherapy related is-
sues are not addressed, leading to prob-
lems in this couple’s achieving a lasting

settlement. Kressel feels greater psycho-

logical sophistication and more uniform
training is needed for divorce mediators,
who come from a variety of disciplinary
backgrounds. He concludes, ‘“MEDIA-

Alvino E. Fantini

Language Acquisition of a Bilingual
Child: A Sociolinguistic Perspective
(To Age Ten)

San Diego, CA: College-Hill Press,
1985. 276 pp. $25.00 paperback

TION IS APPROPRIATE ONLY FOR
COUPLES FOR WHOM A MODICUM
OF COOPERATION ALREADY EXISTS
OR WHERE THE PROSPECTS FOR
DEVELOPING IT QUICKLY ARE REL-
ATIVELY GOOD" (p. 297).

- 'Conclusion

In summary, this book compares the ef-
forts of therapists, lawyers, and divorce
mediators in helping couples negotiate a
divorce settlement. It is well written and -
makes some unique contributions, such
as illuminating for mental health profes-
sionals the forces, strains, and conflicts of

- the divorce lawyer’s role. The author’s

research represents a beginning attempt
to compare the behavior of the different
professionals. Greater use of transcrip-
tional material, particularly from the au-
thor’s own cases, would enhance the book
for the clinician.
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ociolinguists have suggested a dis-

tinction between additive and sub-
tractive contexts in which bilingualism

“occurs. In an additive situation, the pri-

mary language is the language of prestige

- in the social milieu. The secondary lan-

guage serves as a linguistic enrichment,

neither compromising nor challenging the
. status of the primary language. By con-

trast, in subtractive bilingualism, the pri-

mary language is used by the less pres- -

tigious minority, and the secondary lan-
guage is the majority language that enjoys

the benefit of social status. In such a sit-
uation, usually the second language
eventually replaces the first, hence the
term subtractive. In the United States,
additive bilingualism refers to the devel-

- opment of second language capabilities

among members of English-speaking
households; subtractive bilingualism re-
fers to the replacement of the minority
‘language (formerly mostly German, Ital-
ian, and Serbo-Croatian and now pri-
marily Spanish) by English. Because ad-
ditive bilingualism is usually associated
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with persons in positions of social pres-
tige, whereas subtractive bilingualism is

.connected with immigrants, there has

been an obvious dichotomy in the atti-

. tudes that have been shown by the pub-

v

lic—ever so conscious about social pres-
tige—toward bilingualism and its con-
sequences on child development.

_The majority of individuals who would
be considered bilingual in the United
States grew up in subtractive situations.

" Because the public schools do not offer .

much support for languages other than
English, and ‘in the absence of strong
home environments that develop and

maintain other native languages, English

monolingualism is a virtual certainty. In
his book, Fantini offers a fascinating and
candid glimpse of how a family (his own
family, in fact) could develop and main-
tain its language (Spanish) in the home
even as the child learns the language of
the societal milieu (English). Admittedly,
this family is hardly a representative case,
for the father is the director of Bilingual-
Multicultural Education at the School for

International Training in Vermont, a well- .

respected organization for the promotion

‘of international exchange. One would

hardly expect the family to harbor xeno-
phobic and assimilationist tendencies.
Nevertheless, the book represents a suc-

_cessful case study of an attempt by par-

ents to aggressively develop bilingualism
in their child despite residence in so
monolingual a community as Brattleboro,
Vermont. Fantini follows the child, Mario,
from birth until age 10 using a diary
method. The lingistic environment can

be characterized as “one language-one-

environment”: Mario was exposed almost

~ exclusively to Spanish at home and ac-

quired English outside the home, pri-
marily in childcare and school settings.
Detailed case studies of bilingualism
are treasures for future researchers. Such
studies not only demonstrate that humans
have the capacity to develop bilingualism
early but also offer insights into the pro-
cess by which bilingualism occurs. The
particular approaches taken by different

“investigators have varied over time, how-
“ever, reflecting changes in the concep-

tions of language. Unlike its predecessors,
such as the classic work by Leopold
(1939, 1947, 1949), which emphasized

"~ the phonological and grammatical prop-

erties of bilingual development, this book
emphasizes the social aspects of the pro-

_ cess. For example, Fantini sees the sep- -
- aration of the two languages as principally

motivated by the norms of participants in
conversations in the distinct linguistic

. environments. Fantini also emphasizes
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the social and immediate conversational

" environments that motivate language

choice and switching between the two

" languages. He views bilingual develop-

ment as learning how to negotiate one’s
way through linguistic choices as a social
being. This approach complements the
more common psycholinguistic view,
which holds that development of bilin-
gualism is a cognitive process in which
the graminatical structures of the two

“languages must be differentiated. As Fan-

tini aptly puts it, “many researchers now

~

™,
R
view the child as ‘linguist’; we must also
view him as et!\.nographer ” (p. 199).
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n recent years, several publishing

houses have introduced series of ed-
ited books bringing together original
chapters by various authorities that focus
on a common theme or topic. As Farring-
ton and Gunn state in the preface to their
current volume, :

Our intention is not to compete with exxstmg
journals, but to complement them by pub-
lishing relatively long articles reporting the

results of substantial programmes of empirical
. research rather than short papers. We also
" include substantial reviews of the literature

and theoretical contributions, both of which

- are dnﬂicult to pubhsh in Journa.ls (p l)

This book “the thll‘d and last in ]ohn
Wiley’s series titled Current Research in
Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology, is di-
vided into two parts. Part 1 consists of
five chapters that deal with the charac-

. teristics of aggressive offenders. This

potpourri includes the following: (a) are-
_view of the literatiure on the neuroen-
docrinological and chemical factors that
may be associated with sexually aggres-
sive behavior (Prentky); (b) two empirical
studies, one on the characteristics of
noninstitutionalized “‘psychopathic”
subjects recruited through newspaper ads
(Widom & Newman) and the other com-
paring Britishinpatients diagnosed as suf- -
fering from personality disorders with
“normal”” samples (Gudjonsson and Rob-
erts); and (c) two chapters that are pri-
“marily theoretical in content, an increas-

" ingly rare occurrence in the American
. literature. In one of the theoretical chap-
" ters, the authors distinguish normal and

pathological jealousy from envy and ri-
valry and discuss how these emotions re-
late to violence and choice of victim
{(Mullen and Maack). In the second, the
author deals with the dynamics of the
“*borderline personality” from a Kleinian
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