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EDUCATION AND ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2010-2011 Stanford University 

William Perry Postdoctoral Fellow 
Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center 
Freeman-Spogli Institute for International Studies 

Stanford, CA 

2003-2010 Stanford University 
PhD in Sociology: Organizations, Business & the Economy 

Stanford, CA 

2003-2005 Stanford University 
MA in Sociology 

Stanford, CA 

1996-2000 Brown University 
AB in Economics, Int’l Relations and Urban Studies 

Providence, RI 

1992-1996 Saguaro High School Scottsdale, AZ 
 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS : Organizational Theory, Social Networks, 

Financial Markets, Multinational Management, World City Networks, Policy Networks 
 
DISSERTATION : Information Advantage in a Global Economy: Geography, Social Networks 

and Hedge Fund Returns.  
 
Committee: Mark Granovetter (advisor), Gi-Wook Shin, Walter W. Powell 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 
 
Choi, Joon Nak. “Perils of the Periphery: Social Network Position and Hedge Fund 

Performance.” Under review at American Sociological Review. 
 
Choi. Joon Nak. “Global Networks and Organizational Performance: The Geographic 

Distribution of Hedge Fund Returns.” Under review at Administrative Science Quarterly. 
 
ARTICLES IN PROGRESS 
 
Choi, Joon Nak. “Towards a Sociology of Financial Crises: Uncertainty, Networks and the 

Breakdown of Institutionalized Asset Bubbles.” 
 
Choi, Joon Nak. “Understanding the Nature of Globalization: Global, Regional or a World City 

Network?” 
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Choi, Joon Nak. “Triadic Closure vs. Homophily: Investigating the Origins of Policy Research 
Polarization.” 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. “Conservative Cohesion versus Liberal Fragmentation: Understanding Inter-

Organizational Ties in the U.S. Policymaking Elite.” 
 
Choi, Joon Nak, Myung-koo Kang and Gi-Wook Shin. “Rationalized Informality and the 

Distribution of Key Party Positions in Democratizing Korea.” 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Shin, Gi-Wook and Joon Nak Choi. Forthcoming. “Expatriate Labor in Korea.” Proceedings of 

the 2nd Koret Workshop on Korean Affairs. Ed. Gi-Wook Shin. Brookings Press. 
 
Shin, Gi-Wook and Joon Nak Choi. 2008. “Paradox or Paradigm: Making Sense of Korean 

Globalization.” In The Globalization of Korea. Ed. Yunsik Chang. Routledge. 
 
PEER-REVIEWED CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2010. “Towards a Sociology of Financial Crises: Uncertainty, Networks and the 

Breakdown of Institutionalized Asset Bubbles.” Presented at the American Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting Regular Session on the Sociology of Financial Markets, 14 
August 2010 through 17 August 2010, Atlanta. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2010. “Triadic Closure vs. Homophily: Investigating the Origins of Policy 

Research Polarization.” Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting 
Regular Session on Social Networks, 14 August 2010 through 17 August 2010, Atlanta.  

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2010. “Clannishness, Gossip and the Paradox of Imitation: Hedge Fund 

Sociality and Investment Returns.” Presented at the Academy of Management Annual 
Meeting Regular Session on Sociological Perspectives on the Financial Industry, 9 August 
2010 through 10 August 2010, Montreal. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2009. “Imprinting, Adaptation and Ideology-driven Strategy in U.S. Think Tank 

Networks.” Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting Regular 
Session on Social Networks, 8 August 2009 through 11 August 2009, San Francisco. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2009. “The 2008 Financial Crisis and Hedge Fund Overembeddedness: A 

Preliminary Study.” Presented at the International Network for Social Network Analysis 
Annual Meeting (Sunbelt XXIX), 14 March 2009, San Diego, CA. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2009. “Ideology and Homophily Amongst the American Think Tank Elite.” 

Presented at the International Network for Social Network Analysis Annual Meeting 
(Sunbelt XXIX), 12 March 2009, San Diego, CA. 
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Choi, Joon Nak, Myung-koo Kang and Gi-Wook Shin. 2008. “Institutions, Factionalism and 
Clientelism: Key Position Occupancy in Korean Political Parties.” Presented at the American 
Sociological Association Annual Meeting, 1 August 2008 through 4 August 2008, Boston. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2006. “Network Models of Bilateral Trade.” Presented at the American Political 

Science Assoc. Annual Meeting, 30 August 2006 through 3 September 2006, Philadelphia. 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
Gi-Wook Shin and Joon Nak Choi. 2010. “Expatriate Labor in the Korean Market.” Presented at 

the 2nd Koret Workshop on Korean Affairs, 18 March 2010 through 19 March 2010, 
Stanford, CA. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak. 2009. “Risk vs. Return: The Effects of Centrality in Hedge Fund Networks.” 

Presented at the Workshop on the Politics of Markets: Controversies, Tools and Policies, 7 
August 2009, University of California at Berkeley. 

 
Choi, Joon Nak and Kevin Trilli. 2008. “Leveraging Social Networks for Online Identity 

Verification.” Presented at the Internet Safety Technical Task Force Open Meeting at the 
Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University, 23 September 2008. 

 
POLICY REPORTS 
 
Shin, Gi-Wook, Rafiq Dossani and Joon Nak Choi. 2010. “Building an IT Partnership: Indian IT 

Engineers in the Korean Marketplace.” Report to the Ministry of Knowledge Economy, 
Republic of Korea 

 
Shin, Gi-Wook, Joon Nak Choi and Jung-eun Lee. 2010. “Benchmarking U.S. Think Tanks and 

their Best Practices.” Report to the Office of the Prime Minister, Republic of Korea. 
 
Shin, Gi-Wook, Hoki Kim, Joon Nak Choi and Kirak Ryu. 2010. Expatriate Labor in the Korean 

Market. Seoul, Korea: Korea Research Institute for Vocational Education & Training. 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS 
 
2010-2011 O’Bie Schulz Fellowship 

Freeman-Spogli Institute for International Studies, Stanford University 
2009 Graduate Research Opportunity Award 

Stanford University 
2007-2008 Graduate Student Fellow 

Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society, Stanford University 
2003-2007 Stanford Graduate Fellowship Program 

Melvin and Joan Lane Fellow 
Stanford University 

2006 William H. Metzler Fellowship 
Stanford University 
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2004, 2005 Graduate Research Fellowship (Honorable Mention) 
National Science Foundation 

2004 Pantech Student Research Travel Fellowship  
Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center, Stanford University 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
2004-2010 Stanford University 

Research Assistant (PI: Gi-Wook Shin) 
Department of Sociology 

Stanford, CA 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
2008 Stanford University 

Teaching Fellow 
Course: Global Cities and the Transnational Economy 

Stanford, CA 

2006 Stanford University 
Teaching Assistant 
Course: Introduction to Sociology 
Course: Social Class, Race/Ethnicity and Health 

Stanford, CA 

1998-1999 Brown University 
Teaching Assistant 
Course: Management of Industrial/Non-Profit Organizations 

Providence, RI 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2009 DealReferrals.com 

Co-Founder of an online social network-based startup 
Palo Alto, CA 

2007-2009 AssertID 
Chief Scientist of an online social network-based startup 

San Francisco 

2000-2001 Novantas 
Associate at strategy consultancy focused on financal svcs 

New York 

1999 Economists Incorporated 
Summer Intern at economic consulting and litigation firm 

Washington, DC 

1998 Distributed Data Systems 
Java Programming Intern at IT consultancy 

Providence, RI 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE 
 
2010- Academy of Management Reviewer, Student Member 
2010- International Sociology Reviewer 
2003-2010 American Sociological Association Student Member 
2008-2009 International Network for Social Network Analysis Student Member 
2006-2007 American Political Science Association Student Member 
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REFERENCES 
 
Mark Granovetter 
Joan Butler Ford Professor of Sociology 
 
Department of Sociology, Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305-2047 
Email: mgranovetter@stanford.edu 
Phone: 650-723-4664 
 
Gi-Wook Shin 
Tong Yang, Korea Foundation, and Korea Stanford Alumni Chair of Korean Studies 
Professor of Sociology and FSI Senior Fellow 
Director, Shorenstein APARC and the Korean Studies Program at Stanford 
 
Shorenstein APARC, Stanford University 
Encina Hall E301 
Stanford, CA 94305-6055 
Email: gwshin@stanford.edu 
Phone: 650-723-2408 
 
Walter W. Powell 
Professor of Education and (by courtesy) Sociology, Organizational Behavior, Management 
Science and Engineering, and Communication at Stanford University 
 
532 Ceras Building  
Stanford University  
Stanford CA 94305-3084  
Email: woodyp@stanford.edu 
Phone: 650-725-7391 
 
Stephen R. Barley 
The Richard W. Weiland Professor in the School of Engineering 
Co-Director, Center for Work, Technology & Organization 
 
Management Science and Engineering, Stanford University 
Terman Engineering Center, 3rd Floor 
380 Panama Way 
Stanford, California 94305-4026 
Email: sbarley@leland.stanford.edu 
Phone: 650-723-9477   
 
NON-ACADEMIC : Eagle Scout (Boy Scouts), Competent Communicator (Toastmasters), 
National Champion (National Collegiate Taekwondo Association) 


